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chancery, lounging for two or three more along a
European-frequented road, or boating it on the Bos-
porus ; the rest of their time passed in society
exclusively European and mostly national, amid Euro-
pean cards and billiards, or reading the latest arrived
European periodicals; unless the knowledge of Islam
and the solution of its problems be imparted like the
wisdom of Solomon during the hours of sleep, it is
hard to conjecture when or where our European friends
whom diplomatic, consular, or commercial interests
detain in the East, can possibly acquire them. The
truth is, that far the greater number neither possess
such knowledge, nor care to possess it.

But if the Eesident, whatever his real or acquired
nationality, Latin or Teutonic, be not a genuine Euro-
pean, but a Levantine, that is, one born-in the Levant,
and with a moiety of Greek or Armenian blood in his
veins to dilute the other half, French, English, or
Italian, as luck may have it, then, 'oh thou, whom-
soever thou mayst be/ desirous of solving the Asian
mystery, pass on, nor hope in that office, in that par-
lour, at that table, to read the riddle of the East.
No man would seem by birth and circumstance better
entitled to cosmopolitanism than the Levantine; no
one in fact passes through and out of this world in
completer ignorance of all except its Levantine aspect
even as regards that little corner where he has vege-
tated. To a more than European non-acquaintance
with the spirit and often with the very letter of the
institutions around him, the Levantine adds a more
than Greek or any other 'native Christian' prejudice
against the Prophet and his followers. 'Bakee' his
ordinary, sometimes his hourly, drink, cards his chief
pastime, dogs his pet companions, swine-flesh, where
attainable, his favourite food; all four objects as re-